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Let us all enjoy the ride...

For the first time, our organisation has been featured on television with parts of our ceremonies included in the series 
of programmes “Inside the Freemasons” shown on Sky.  The series is now available on DVD and provides all those 
interested with a real understanding of our organisation.  What comes across very clearly from the series of programmes 
is that our members are ordinary men from all walks of life, enjoying the company of like-minded men, and enjoying their 
Freemasonry

Inevitably the Tercentenary celebrations have increased the profile of the craft and generated considerable interest 
in our organisation which I am sure will continue in the coming years.  Our division of the province into six areas has 
enabled us to cope with the increased interest and to ensure that applicants are looked after from the moment they 
express a serious interest.  We have also introduced a formal learning process to cater for those keen to learn at an early 
stage of their masonic journey.

As I said in my address at our Annual Meeting reported on pages 14 and 15, these are exciting times for freemasonry. 
We are making progress the like of which has not been seen for generations.  

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

The Tercentenary Year of our Grand Lodge 
has been an absolute success. Numerous 
events well publicised in the media have 
been held across the country to celebrate 
this remarkable milestone in the history of 
our organisation.  Events in this province 
have been over-subscribed with ticket events 
being sold out within a matter of days.  

The Insight Team

Editorial: Roger Maber and Ed Baker – insight@hiowmasons.org

Advertising: David Laurence  
If you would like to advertise in Insight with a circulation of 13,500, contact David by email – insight@hiowmasons.org  
We offer a design service for a small donation to charity if you would like an advert created. 

Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,  
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG

For all membership enquiries, contact the Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

Twitter Accounts for our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC  @HantsMasonNE  @HantsMasonSC  @HantsMasonSE  @HantsMasonSW  @SolentMasons

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter

Front cover photograph by Dave Smith



Record sums donated to 
local charities

Almost £400,000 was given to charities and good causes at cheque 
presentations across the province – the highest amount yet.

The Provincial Grand Master 
Mike Wilks and his wife Kay 

attended the celebration evenings 
along with local dignitaries 
including mayors, sheriffs, 
councillors and military personnel.

On top of regular donations to masonic 
charities, lodges raise sums for good 
causes within their communities and invite 
representatives to receive the cheques at 
special evenings.

The recipients are able to make short 
presentations or create displays about the 
work they do in front of audiences often 
comprising more than 100 people.

This raises their profile and can also lead 
to further donations.

Money is given by the masons themselves 
as they do not ask for public donations.

InsightInsight
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Brethren in Bournemouth handed out cheques worth almost £64,000

Just under £50,000 was handed out at the Masonic centre in Purbrook

Fareham and Gosport Masons handed over more 
than £35,000.

Tercentenary years sees 



Hundreds of charities and good causes benefited this year, 
from national organisations with a local presence, to tiny 
operations with just one or two volunteers.

 Mike Wilks addressed all the presentation evenings and 
concluded his speeches by saying, “During the course of 
our Masonic journey we are taught to be caring and support 
those less fortunate than ourselves. Regular giving is key and 
each lodge has a charity steward who encourages members 
to make regular contributions, gift aided where possible 
because of the tax re-claim. Just small weekly amounts, the 
price of a pint, soon add up to meaningful sums.” He added, 
“Listening to the charity representatives explain the work they 
do is very humbling. It provides even more motivation for us 
to keep raising funds for such worthy causes. For 300 years 
we have been supporting charities and I hope we’ll still be 
doing it in another 300 years.”

Insightwww.hampshirefreemasonry.com Insight
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WWW.SLATERS.CO.UK

THE SECRET OF 
LOOKING GOOD
At Masonic occasions when only immaculate 
clothing will suffice, Slaters excel in providing the 
perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, tailcoats and 
striped trousers along with our lounge, business and 
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range. 
With our FREE ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will 
ensure the perfect fit. Formal Hire also available. 
Now you know, why not call in?

SLATERS BASINGSTOKE

7 HAMPSTEAD HOUSE  
FESTIVAL PLACE  
BASINGSTOKE  RG21 7LG
T: 01256 300400

Bordon brethren donated almost £20,000

Masons in Southampton gave away more than £46,000

Masons in Winchester handed over thousands



A Tercentenary banner travelling 
around the south west 

region arrived in the Province of 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight – by 
light aircraft. 

The Provincial Grand Master of Guernsey 
and Alderney, David Hodgetts, landed at 
Bournemouth Airport with fellow Masons 
Andrew Innes and Keith Read, who flew 
the plane. Our Provincial Grand Master, 
Mike Wilks, met the plane at the airport 
in his Jaguar XKR. The banner, created in 
the Province of Devon, marked the 300th 
anniversary of the creation of the first 
Grand Lodge of Freemasons in London.

Over the year it will have travelled 
around the eight provinces in the region, 
which are Jersey, Guernsey and Alderney, 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Wiltshire, 
Dorset, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall. 
After a banner hand-over on the airport 
apron, the delegation repaired to the 
Masonic hall in Knole Road, Bournemouth, 
for a formal presentation. Mike Wilks said, 
“We are marking the Tercentenary in a 
variety of ways and this banner is helping 
celebrate the anniversary while informing 
people about it.”

David Hodgetts, after handing over the 
banner, said: “We’re fortunate that our 
provincial pilot was able to fly us over. We 
dressed in World War II flying gear and 

were received by the Provincial Grand 
Master in his Jaguar in British racing green. 
We thought it a fitting way to hand over 
the banner that marks 300 years of Grand 
Lodge.”
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Tercentenary banner hand-over: (l-r) David Hodgetts, Provincial Grand Master (PGM) of Guernsey and Alderney, 
Mike Wilks, PGM of Hants and IoW and Keith Read, pilot.

Tercentenary 
banner arrives

The long-awaited 
Sky documentary 
series Inside The 
Freemasons aired 
earlier this year and 
featured prominently 
the consecration 
of this province’s 
Football Lodge.

The programmes 
explored a variety of 
lodges, Masons and 
individual journeys and 
certainly helped raise 
the profile of the Craft.

In the final episode 
the founders of our 
Football Lodge were 
seen preparing for their 
‘kick off’, discussing 
their new logo and 
receiving their newly-
made football boot-shaped gavels.

Unusually, the consecration ceremony 
was permitted to be featured on TV and 
gave a rare public insight into the goings-
on inside a lodge room.

It also featured the festive board at 
which more than 300 brethren had dinner 

and sang enthusiastically.

The passion and enthusiasm of the 
lodge’s primus master, David Lallana, 
father of England soccer star Adam, 
certainly shone through.

“When we first started making this 
series I didn’t understand why, in the 
21st century, people would want to join 

something that was 
about handshakes 
and aprons and that 
was men-only,” said 
Emma Read, the 
show’s executive 
producer. 

“But it’s been a real 
eye-opener. Some 
are there for the 
tradition but for many 
it’s about making new 
friends. It’s the oldest 
social network in the 
world.

The Freemasons 
may be a traditional 
institution but it’s 
also a major support 
network for men and 
I was taken aback by 
that. 

When you’ve fallen on hard times – 
emotionally or physically – you have a real 
group of friends you can turn to. Coming 
out of the show I thought it was a force for 
good.” 

If you missed the series, it is available  
on DVDs from Letchworths.   

Did you watch our 
small screen debut?
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Dedicated 
freemason 
recognised 
by the 
Order of 
Mercy
Following his astonishing 

fundraising efforts for charity 
feemason Barrie Hewitt was 
presented by Lord Lingfield with 
the Badge of the Order of Mercy. 

Barrie, from Titchfield in Hampshire, was 
at the forefront of the province’s record-
breaking total of £7.7million that it raised 
over its six-year ‘festival’ that ended a year 
ago. He received the prized ‘badge’ during 
a ceremony held at the Mansion House in 
London and was accompanied by his wife 
Christine.

Mike Wilks, the Provincial Grand Master 
and his wife Kay, also attended. Lord 
Lingfield is president of the league that 
was founded in 1899 by Royal Charter of 
Queen Victoria at the instigation of the then 
Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII.  

The object of the league was to establish 
a body of volunteers that would assist with 
the maintenance of voluntary hospitals 
and otherwise relieve sickness and 
suffering. Central to the activities of the 
league was an annual ceremony at which 
about 50 people were awarded a medal 
known as the Order of Mercy. When the 
1948 National Health Act abolished these 
hospitals, the league was quietly wound 
up. But it was re-founded in 1999 as a 
registered charity.  

Central to its aims are “the 
encouragement and recognition of 
distinguished voluntary work within the 
areas of care, which include the sick, 
injured or disabled, young people at risk, 
the homeless, the elderly, the dying and 
those who are impaired in mind. Each year 
the league receives many nominations 

from which the trustees select about 25 
outstanding volunteers, who are then invited 
to receive the Badge of the Order of Mercy. 

Mike Wilks said, “I am so pleased that 
Barrie has been honoured in this way 
by a non-masonic organisation which 
recognises distinguished voluntary work 
across the country. Barrie was one of just 
25 to receive an award this year – a great 
accolade to a dedicated and committed 
freemason. Our six year ‘festival’ raised 
£7,745,000 for the Royal Masonic Trust 
for Boys and Girls (RMTGB). Barrie drove 
hundreds of miles around the province 
to attend lodge meetings and deliver his 

presentation in order to encourage our 
members to support the campaign. At 
a national level, Barrie attended annual 
forums, giving advice and sharing his 
expertise across the country.”

Barrie said, “It’s a great honour and 
privilege to have received the Badge of the 
Order of Mercy. But the important thing 
was that we raised so much money 
through our members for such a good 
cause.” The RMTGB, where the money 
went, has become part of the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation (MCF), the chief 
operating officer of which, Les Hutchinson, 
was also present at the ceremony.

Heading 
up the 
South 
East Area
Barrie was recently invested by the PGM as Assistant Provincial Grand Master with 
responsibility for the South-East Area of our Province. His investiture took place in 
a meeting of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge, of 
which Barrie is a Past Master. 

The above photograph shows Barrie with accompanying Grand Officers and Officers 
of Provincial Grand Lodge during his first Official Visit. He was visiting Carnarvon 
Lodge at Havant Masonic Centre where he was treated to a superb Third Degree 
ceremony under the mastership of Tom Sawyers, the Lodge’s 93 year old Ruling 
Master. Barrie summed up his visit as a “truly super evening”.

Photo: Bill Starkey
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FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES
QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST

STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts

1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE

Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

FABBS 

ESTABLISHED 1887

� is Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full 
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank 

Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Grand Lodge Special O� er

Supreme Grand Chapter Special O� er
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket  £210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

£150.00 
(Inc. VAT at 

20%)

Special O� er
Apron & Sash, 

Collarette, 
Past Rank Locket 

& Breast Jewel

Provincial 
or LGCR  

Special O� er
Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIESFOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

LOOK ONLINE OR CALL 

US FOR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special O� er
Full Dress and Undress Aprons, 

Collars, Jewel & Case

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

My 
dear old 
things! 
An evening with...
Henry Blofeld 

British Liver Trust receives 
new nurse thanks to donation

The ‘Evening with...’ event 
was organised by Meyrick 

Lodge as part of the Tercentenary celebrations.

Legendary cricket commentator, wit and raconteur Henry Blofeld 
had his audience creasing up when he performed at Knole Road 
Masonic Centre in Bournemouth. ‘Blowers’ regaled those present 
with anecdotes from his long, varied and interesting life behind the 
microphone at cricket grounds across the world.

His unmistakable, honey-coated voice delivered stories not only 
about the world’s greatest cricketers, but other personalities he had 
known including Ian Fleming, Noel Coward and The Queen. After a 
buffet, Blowers took questions and then signed copies of his books.

Afterwards he enjoyed a tour of the building during which he 
disclosed that his father had been a mason. Shortly after the event 
Blowers announced his retirement from cricket commentary.

The Bournemouth-based British 
Liver Trust received a donation 

of more than £41,000 to fund a 
new member of staff for a year.

Registered Nurse Rebecca West is 
now the Liver and Health Advisor at the 
national charity and offers advice to 
individuals and professionals.

She manages the helpline, administers 
the online forum, answers email enquiries 
and uses her vast knowledge to help 
patients, carers and sometimes other 
healthcare professionals.

The donation certificate – from the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF) 
- was presented by Geoff Tuck, before 
he stepped down as Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master.

The charity supports people with all 
kinds of liver disease, improves the 
knowledge and understanding of liver 

disease, encourages and helps fund 
research into new treatments and lobbies 
for better services.

Geoff Tuck said, “The British Liver Trust 
is an important national charity based 
in Bournemouth. Through the Masonic 
Charitable 
Foundation we 
were able to 
secure money 
to fund the new 
position for a year. 
I had a tour of the 
charity and learned 
about the amazing 
work it does for 
people across the 
country.”

Andrew 
Langford, the 
charity’s chief 
executive, said,  

“We are incredibly grateful for the donation. 
Having Rebecca as our new liver and health 
advisor makes a huge difference and we 
are able to assist many more patients and 
health professionals. We rely on donations 
to fund the work we do and we reach over a 
million people a year”. 

(l-r) Andrew Langford, Chief Executive of the British Liver Trust; Audrey Cornelius, 
Head of Fundraising; Geoff Tuck; Rebecca West, Liver and Health Advisor; and Anna 
Hardy, Trusts and Foundations Fundraiser.
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As your  t rus t ed legal p ar t ner

Bespoke Legal Services
Planning - Protection - Preservation

Changes in IHT
Residence Nil
Rate Band
Do you qualify ?

Bespoke Legal Services
always use Private Practice Lawyers

to complete our reserved drafting.

Contact us Tel: 023 8043 4703 or 0780 390 3929
Email: tlacey@bespoke-ls.co.uk www.bespoke-ls.co.uk

And get the job done!

Changes in IHT

Residence Nil

Rate Band

Do you qualify ?

Riding charity 
proves that 
many hands 
make light work
A charity that uses horses to 

teach students with special 
needs to relate more successfully 
to others and take greater control 
over their own lives has received a 
donation of £3,600.

The Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy, one 
of whose patrons is TV funnyman Martin 
Clunes, launched its Ruby Project to build 
a new IT centre at its base in Avon Tyrell in 
the New Forest.

Masons from Falegia and Thomas 
Bennett Langton lodges, which meet 
in Totton and Botley respectively, and 

Elizabethan Lodge which 
meets in Christchurch, 
raised the money that 
included a grant from 
the Tom Langton Fund. 
The centre has facilities 
that include classrooms, 
stables and tack and feed 
rooms where students 
are taught practical skills. 
However the charity is 
having to move with the 
times and increase the current information 
technology education for students in order 
to be able to cope with modern demands.  

In total £60,000 is required to 
build the dedicated IT suite.

One of the brethren 
supporting the charity was 
George Wilkinson, whose 
daughter Maria (pictured left 
in the picture with Martin 
Clunes), finished her course 
last year. It gave George 
a personal motivation to 
raise funds. He reported 

that the charity provides an 
outstanding springboard for those with 
learning difficulties.

TV funnyman Martin Clunes with students 
of The Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy

George Wilkinson and the FCRT 
Director, Mrs Jennifer Dixon-Clegg

Square 
rigged
The freemasons’ square 
and compasses symbol can 
now be seen on the water in 
Christchurch Harbour after 
the organisation donated a 
sail to the Hengistbury Head 
Outdoor Education Centre.

Cerdic Lodge, which 
meets in Knole Road, 
Bournemouth, heard that 
one of the centre’s new 
boats required a sail, and 
stepped in. Based on 
Christchurch Harbour, the 
centre provides sailing, 
windsurfing and other 
activities to schools and the 
wider community. 

Hamish Gracie, from 
Cerdic Lodge, said, “The 
centre is a great resource 
for the community and we 
were happy to support it.”Peter Martin and Hamish Gracie



The master at the time was David Lallana, father of England star Adam, and 
100 masons were there to hear the story of the ball that played a role in WW1. It 
was kicked over No Man’s Land at the Battle of Loos in 1915 by members of the 
London Irish Rifles, in direct contradiction of orders given by a commanding officer.

Tony Robinson, a veteran of the regiment, brought the ball and told how, before 
the battle, soldiers planned to dribble six balls towards the German front line in 
a display of bravado and courage. Their commanding officer rumbled them and 
before the attack shot five of the balls, rendering them useless. But the soccer 
team managed to keep the sixth ball hidden and Rifleman Frank Edwards inflated it 
as his comrades gave him cover.

As the whistle for the big push sounded Rfn Edwards hoofed the ball out of the 
trenches and hacked it forward over No Man’s Land with a shout of ‘Come on the 
London Irish’. He was wounded in the assault, being shot in both legs. Others kicked 
the ball onwards until it was pierced on German barbed wire. The London Irish Rifles 
(LIR) achieved their objective that day and it remains their proudest battle honour.  

The ball remained with the LIR and is now kept in the Regimental Museum. It was 
restored in 2011 and makes regular visits to schools and also appeared on the TV 
shows QI and the Antiques Roadshow. Of various footballs kicked about between 
the trenches in the Great War, it is the only extant one.

David Lallana, ‘gaffer’ of the Football Lodge that was consecrated last year, said, 
“The Loos Football is an incredible piece of history. To have it among the brethren 
and to hear its story was fascinating, and humbling too. We are extremely grateful 
to Tony Robinson for bringing it along and telling us about it. It was only our third 
home match since our consecration and another sell-out. We were also able to 
raise more than £600 for charity.”

One of the most famous artefacts 
in sporting history was present at 

a meeting of the new Football Lodge – 
The Loos Football.

Football Lodge goes over the top

In form (l-r) Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master for 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons, David Lallana, 
master of the Football Lodge and Tony Robinson of 
London Irish Rifles Lodge.
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Under-13s 
kick-off with 
new kit!
Members of the new Football Lodge 

presented new kits to each of the 
Under 13 teams at Fareham Town FC.

The youngsters will be playing during the 2017/2018 
season wearing the red and black strip emblazoned 
with the Football Lodge logo.  

Each member of the team received their new kit 
from the Primus Master, David Lallana, who then 
briefly addressed parents concerning the purpose 
and ethos of Football Lodge and freemasonry in 
general.

The Manager of the team, Richard Appleton, 
who was initiated into Football Lodge in February 
says, “Beyond the primary objectives of any lodge, 
Football Lodge aims to interact with local, grass 
roots football clubs within our province, particularly 
the youth sections.”

In the year since its consecration 
the lodge has also donated:

£100 to each of the 16 clubs in the 
Mid Solent League to help them to set 
up an u9 squad.

£500 to Eastleigh Pan Disability 
u14s team to assist with buying team 
shirts.

Shirts bearing the Football Lodge 

logo for the Hamble u9s, u12s, u16s 
teams after a fire destroyed their strip 
and a lot of other resources (£900).

£500 to the Hampshire 
Constabulary Community Cup, 
providing footballs and medals 
bearing the lodge logo for the 
tournament held in August at 
Southampton Sports Centre. 
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Confirmed!  
Freemasons are 
for sail

Mike Wilks, the Provincial Grand Master, visited the vessel 
Stavros S Niarcho in Portsmouth and met youngsters returning 
from a week-long voyage on four Challenger yachts.

The trust is one of the oldest sailing charities in the world and is 
dedicated to the personal development of disadvantaged young 
people, which it does by allowing them to crew ocean-going sail 
training vessels.

Mike, who visited Gunwharf Quays 
Marina with his wife Kay, said, “What 
struck me was that all the participants 
wanted to return. The experience had 
increased their confidence and they had 
bonded as a team. Some had cooked a 
meal for the first time and experienced 
its enthusiastic reception by their 
crewmates while others even talked 
excitedly about doing the washing up!”

Mike and Kay were introduced to a 
young man who was a NEET - ‘not in 
education, employment or training’ - 
when first introduced to the trust. He 
went on a Tall Ships adventure four years 
ago, aged 19, describing himself as having ‘never worked’ and with 
‘no prospects, no direction in life.’  The experience given him by the 
Tall Ships Youth Trust changed his life and now he is a permanent 
member of the crew.

On receiving the £22,000 donation Richard Leaman CB 
OBE, Chief Executive Officer of the Tall Ships Trust, said: “This 
bursary will allow us to get 50 NEET young people on board our 
vessels for sail training.We are immensely grateful to the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation for their generosity and support”.

The money was provided by the Masonic Charitable Foundation 
(MCF) and Mike Wilks said, “It was a great experience for Kay 

and me to see the impact of the MCF’s 
grant on these young lives. They were all 
appreciative of the donations that enable 
this wonderful charity to function.”

Mike and Kay were hosted by Chas 
Cowell, who is the Youth Development 
and Training Manager for the Tall Ships 
Youth Trust. Over 100,000 trainees have 
sailed more than a million nautical miles 
since the trust was founded. 

Sailing as part of a Tall Ships 
crew makes for a participative and 
empowering experience and the fleet 
provides a unique, physically and 
mentally challenging residential setting 

in which disadvantaged young people can explore their true 
potential. The experiences and achievements on board act as a 
catalyst for self-esteem and inspiration in these disadvantaged 
young people.

Young people who spent a week at sea thanks to 
the Tall Ships Trust expressed their gratitude to 
the Masons who recently donated £22,000 from 
the Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Tall ships donation - Mike Wilks with Richard Leaman CB, OBE, 
Chief Executive Officer – Tall Ships Youth Trust
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Phone now 01202 551983
info@themayfair.com
themayfair.com
Bath Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NW

A LADIES NIGHT
at the MAYFAIR HOTEL
BOURNEMOUTH for £29
The hotel will donate £1 for every guest attending to the 
Association of Friends of Zetland Court.

6 Course Banquet
Special Wine Offer – 4 bottles for £50
Evening Entertainment
A bottle of Bollinger champagne for your raffle 
Overnight accommodation and breakfast for an 
additional £40 per person

Saddle sore and smiling
John and David raise thousands...again

A tireless charity fundraiser who was spurred into action after 
donating a kidney to his daughter has just completed his latest 

feat of endurance.

John and David on the ferry home

John Donoghue cycled 1,060 miles across 
Europe and raised £3,000 – taking his 
charity total over the last 11 years to more 
than £70,000.

Along with friend and fellow fundraising 
Mason David Vaughan he cycled from 
Cherbourg in France, through the Gallic 
nation to Bilbao in Spain where he got on 
a ferry. The mammoth trip finnaly ended 
at Great Queen Street, London, at Grand 
Lodge. The ride was arduous with up to 
98 miles covered daily and sometimes in 
temperatures of 35 degree C (95F).

John and David tackled the Pyrenees 
and only retired to their tents each night 
when they couldn’t go any further. 

John said, “On the 1st of Nov 2006 I 
donated a kidney to my eldest daughter Tara 
who was suffering from an incurable illness 

called Lupus. After coming home from 
hospital I felt I should do something 
special for sick children. So for the 
next 11 years I gave up my two weeks’ 
annual leave to raise funds for charity. 
None of this would have been possible 
without the support of my friend David 
Vaughan who has supported me on 
every cycle ride. When I finished the 
latest trek I was greeted in London by 
other freemasons and representatives 
of charities who I helped raise the 
money for. It was an exhausting ride but 
knowing the money goes to such good 
causes made it worth it.”

John added, “I believe we are all capable 
of making a difference; if we each pick up a 
stone we can build a wall – our wall will be 
one of hope and joy for a better tomorrow 
for all.”

Previously John has donated money 

to Lifelites, which provides technology 

for children in hospices, Julia’s House 

children’s hospices, Naomi House and 

Jacksplace hospices, The Dorset Kidney 

Fund, The Royal College of Surgeons, Help 

for Heroes and two Masonic charities now 

part of the Masonic Charitable Foundation. 
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Celebrating the Tercentenary of the first Grand Lodge
Wow! What a day.

On the very day of the Tercentenary, over 2,500 brethren, families and friends enjoyed a fabulous day at 
Marwell Zoo.  Individual brethren and many lodges sponsored children and young people from local 

schools and organisations caring for under-privileged children.

This family fun day was certainly that and 
the special opportunity of being able to 
remain in the park until dusk gave easy 
access to animal viewing at a time not 
often experienced by members of the 
public. There was a large exclusive ‘Teddy 
Bears Picnic’ area with bouncy castles 

and archery and a beer tent for the 
thirsty.

Free face-painting for 
the kids was a real hit and 
almost every one of them 
left beautifully decorated!  
The birds of prey flight 

exhibition was enjoyed by huge numbers 
and the pyrotechnics troop, despite the 
sunshine well into the evening, wowed the 
children and adults alike.

The giant kangaroos with Australian 
accents were a very bouncy, fun show.  
Just ten minutes watching their antics 
and the excited involvement of children 
was justification for the day alone! 
While the ‘gorilla’ family made great 
photo opportunities - how they 
were loved by the youngest 
children, Gorillas-in-the-
Mist had nothing on this.

Three years in the planning, it took just 
19 days to sell every available ticket and 
it would not have been difficult to sell 
far more had we been able.  A fabulous 
Freemasonry-in-the-Community event 
and a fitting way to celebrate 300 years of 

organised freemasonry.

Ian Preece

Photo by Dave Smith
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“It is a delight to see this Guildhall filled to capacity”
Highlights from the Provincial Grand Master’s Address
The Provincial Grand Master began his 
address by saying, “It is a delight to see 
this Guildhall filled to capacity and I thank 
you all for attending in such numbers and 
supporting those brethren I have had the 
privilege to honour this afternoon. This day 
is very much for those brethren and I thank 
them for their commitment to the craft and 
to our province and I wish them continuing 
happiness and success in their new roles.”

He also thanked the Pro Grand Master 
for supporting our Annual Meeting 
during the Tercentenary year of Grand 
Lodge, adding, we know how busy he is 
particularly during this special year and 
we are very grateful to him for finding the 
time to be with us. And I thank our other 
guests from neighbouring provinces, and 
the heads of other masonic orders in our 
province, for their support which we very 
much value.

At our Annual Meeting in July 2010  
I launched our 2016 Appeal for the Royal 
Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys and that 
Appeal has featured in every address which 
I have made at our Annual Meetings since 
then. Today is no exception. Although the 
result of the Appeal is now history, I wish to 
record my sincere thanks to all the brethren 
of the province who made the Appeal such 
an outstanding success. 

The leadership and guidance provided 
by those driving the Appeal was 
inspirational and once again I thank our 
retiring APGM Geoff Tuck and our 
retiring Provincial Charity Steward 
Barrie Hewitt for their commitment and 
dedication over the 6 year period. Our 

lodges are now focussing on local non-
masonic charities with presentations to 
the charities made at area events attended 
by civic dignitaries. The support for 
these area events, sometimes combined 
with an open day at a masonic centre, 
is testament to the commitment of our 
lodges and our brethren to the community. 

My personal Appeal for Lifelites and 
its continuing involvement in Naomi 
House and Jacks Place which has 
received great support from lodges 
and brethren since its launch at our 
Special Meeting in February. The target of 
£50,000 will be reached by the end of this 
month. This is an amazing achievement 
by our lodges, immediately after the 
Festival Appeal and during a period when 
they have continued to support local 
non-masonic charities through the area 
tercentenary presentations.  

Our Tercentenary Events are now 
well under way. The Tercentenary 
Thanksgiving Service at Winchester 
Cathedral was an outstanding success 
and attended by the Lords Lieutenant of 
Hampshire and of the Isle of Wight, and 
numerous charities. We had a highly 
successful Family Fun Day at Marwell 
– 300 years to the day from the founding 
of our Grand Lodge. Brethren and their 
families enjoyed a wonderful day along 
with a number of disadvantaged children 
and their carers. I thank our Marwell team 
for their dedicated work over a three-year 
period and for making the day so special 
and memorable. The 2,500 tickets were 
fully sold within days and this is now 

becoming the norm within the province. 
Tickets for our Tercentenary Ball 
likewise sold within days; and tickets for 
our dinner following this meeting were fully 
sold within hours. The message brethren 
is, keep an eye out for what is going on 
and get in fast.

The Regional Communication Group 
9 Tercentenary Banner which was flown 
in by private plane from the Province of 
Guernsey and Alderney and was paraded 
before this AGM and will be presented to 
the Provincial Grand Master for Wiltshire 
at the end of today’s proceedings. The 
banner will continue its journey across the 
provinces in the south.      

An electronic history book of the 
province is now live and available on 
our public facing website. The PGM 
thanked Brett Clark and Brian Crane for 
the enormous amount of work in which 
they have been involved in the exercise. 

The area structure continues to be 
a great success and our large province 
appears much smaller as a result. The 
area teams are involved in every aspect 
of management of the province and have 
responded with enthusiasm to the various 
initiatives. The next stage is to establish 
best practice across the province 
and our two retiring APGMs, Geoffrey 
Tuck and David Perkis will examine 
the processes with a view to making 
recommendations for improvement.

Enthusiasm amongst brethren 
within the province is palpable. Most 
of our lodges are taking full advantage 
of the opportunities arrising from this 
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The Pro Grand Master joins a packed Guildhall

“It is a delight to see this Guildhall filled to capacity”
Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master

PROVINCIAL AGM 2017 

Tercentenary Year. Double ceremonies are 
now acknowledged not only as necessary, 
but also beneficial to the candidates who 
enjoy the immediate comradeship of the 
brother who has been initiated, passed or 
raised alongside. 

Initiations continue to increase in 
every area of the province and our 
focus on mentoring and re-engagement 
has reduced the number of resignations 
likewise in every area. 

Re-engagement of brethren who are 
potential Resignations is now a routine 
process in many lodges and this should be 
adopted by all lodges to further reduce the 
loss of members. This is the responsibility 
of the Lodge Membership Officer and is a 
straightforward process once established. 
Brethren retrieved should be welcomed 
so that they feel immediately at ease and 
comfortable. 

Freemasonry is a journey of self-
development – and the benefits become 
apparent during the course of that 
journey. Brethren learn without focussing 
on learning - they enjoy the company of 
like-minded men, they play their part, they 
take part in our rituals, and they become 
better men. But ask a brother immediately 
after a ceremony what he learnt and the 
likelihood is that he will not be able to 
provide a meaningful answer. Slowly, over 
a period of time, the message, the learning 
gets through.

This is unacceptable to some men 
of today; and I believe this is partly the 
reason why brethren leave the craft in 
their early years. We need to address 
this so that we cater for those who join 
with high expectations of learning, and 
are impatient. The euphemism is that 

freemasonry is a marathon, not a sprint. 
The reality is that some men prefer to 
sprint. And we should cater for them. 
We are therefore introducing a process to 
ensure that dedicated learning is readily 
available to those brethren who want it. 

This has been trialled in our Focus 
Lodge in the North Central Area and has 
been very successful. A series of learning 
programmes has been compiled and 
delivered by enacting our ceremonies and 
focusing on the meaning and symbolism 
of the three degrees. New masons are 
encouraged to attend these meetings 
which have been highly successful. I would 
like to see a Focus Lodge in each of the 
six areas of the province. Our Learning 
and Development Executive Committee 
headed by Past APGM Noel Voice will 
drive this forward and will ensure that 
sufficient relevant material is available 
for delivery by well qualified brethren. 
The programme will include the study of 
the history, traditions and culture of our 
institution. Enjoyment will always be key 
– and this shines through in so many of 
our lodges and is very much part of the 
retention and re-engagement process.

Lodges lagging behind are being 
supported by the area teams – very often 
the problems are clear for all to see, as are 
the answers. Acceptance of the answers 
is more difficult for some but many such 
lodges are now seeing the light and are 
prospering. These lodges become an 
inspiration to other lodges.

During the past year we have 
consecrated two new lodges – Spinnaker 
Lodge for those interested in sailing/
boating, and a Motorcyclists Lodge. 

This brings the number of special 
interest lodges consecrated in the 
province to seven in the last seven years. 
Each has generated interest in freemasonry 
in areas of life thought to be far removed 
from the masonic movement and has 
demonstrated that charitable support is 
very much part of the masonic ethos. 

We are continuing to make progress in 
every area, and I wish to thank all those 
involved in taking the province forward – 
whose commitment and enthusiasm are 
undoubted and who are having such a 
marked effect right across our province. 

In conclusion, I thank all those who 
have worked so hard to make today a 
success – the Provincial Grand Secretary 
and his team at the Provincial Office, the 
Provincial GDC and his team of Deputies, 
and the members of the Provincial Grand 
Stewards Lodge who work behind the 
scenes and front of house. And of course 
the many brethren who volunteer to give 
up their time to do whatever is required to 
make this day a success and a credit to 
the province.

These are exciting times for 
freemasonry. We are making progress 
the like of which has not been seen 
for generations. We have to work at it 
to sustain it in a modern world which is 
fastmoving and where there are so many 
challenges and demands on our time.  It 
is a privilege to lead our province. I rely 
entirely on our executive team, and our 
area executive teams, and they in turn rely 
entirely upon the lodges and the brethren. 
It is working like never before, and I thank 
all those brethren within the province for 
their support. 

Enjoy the ride brethren. 
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The Elizabethans 
go back 300 years
Elizabethan Lodge in Christchurch celebrated the 

Tercentenary by performing a ceremony as it would 
have been carried out 300 years ago.

Members donned the attire of the era for the historic re-enactment and 
Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks looked on. So successful was the 
three-centuries-old ceremony that the members have taken it on tour to 
other lodges.

Rohan Goodall, Worshipful Master of the lodge at the 
time, said, “There were 11 members of our lodge who 
took part and we had many visitors to watch it. We did 
a lot of research about exactly what happened in an 
initiation ceremony 300 years ago. We looked through 
old documents and records and found out what would 
have happened in 1717. Then we wrote a script and got 
dressed up and tried to make it as authentic as possible. 
The reaction to it was very positive and we have 
performed it at other lodges and raised money for the the 
Provincial Grand Master’s Special Appeal - Lifelites.”

Elizabethan Lodge 
dressed up in 
1717-style

Photo by Dave Smith

Performing at Clausentum lodge that 
meets in Woolston, SouthamptonOn Tour

The first Grand Lodge of Freemasons was formed in 
London in 1717 at the Goose and Gridiron pub when 
four existing lodges came together.

How’s that? 
Alton Masons 
wield the 
willow for 
charity

As part of the North East Area’s Tercentenary 
celebrations members from all the five lodges in Alton 

came together to field a team, called ‘Alton Masons’, at 
this year’s Alton Victorian Cricket Tournament.

All teams required at least one lady and Lady Morag Steel joined the 
members from Shalden, Amery, Aultoun, Camelot and Holybourne 
lodges.

All proceeds raised at the tournament were this year donated to the 
Alton and Basingstoke Cardiac Rehabilitation charity. ‘Alton Masons’ 
presented the charity with a cheque for £1,000. 

Team was well supported by fellow masons, family, friends and the 
Freemasonry in the Community unit on the day.

Team Captain Neil Sole along with coach David Spurdle both agreed 
that despite a superb performance by the Alton Masons, they fell a few 
runs short of making the final.



Insightwww.hampshirefreemasonry.com Insight
Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of  Wight Freemasonry

17

Pipe up if you 
want to join 
the band
The photograph shows the masonic pipe band 
taken with the master and officers of Ye Olde 
Bargate Lodge.

Other masonic pipers and drummers welcome to 
join us, please telephone Joe on 01489 780645 or 
Jim Stanley 01329 233393.

A New Chapter in the 
Royal Arch Masons
Earlier this year Hampshire and 

Isle of Wight Province hosted the 
consecration of a new Royal Arch Chapter 
– Taverners No. 7442. This was only the 
third Chapter to be formed in 20 years in 
our province.

The event attracted a great deal of attention and was 
also attended by the heads of other masonic orders 
and members from across the province. Particularly 
prevalent were many masons from the Isle of Wight 
who crossed the water to add their support and to 
witness the rare and important occasion.

The Grand Superintendent of the province, Alan 
Berman, ably assisted by his team, performed a 
passionate and emotional consecration ceremony to 
a capacity audience at the Purbrook Masonic Centre, 
Waterlooville. Most obvious, was all the preparation 
and hard work that had been put in by everyone and 
the accompaniment of the provincial choir added  
emphasis to the proceedings. This rare event was a delightful 
spectacle and was enjoyed by the founders, participants and the 
many guests who attended.

The concept of the new Royal Arch Chapter took root with Brian 
Smith, who is a member of the vibrant Taverners Lodge, and he 
was delighted to find a great deal of support for this venture. This 
came, not only from his Taverners Lodge, but also from members 
of other lodges and chapters. 

A great deal of the new Chapter’s regalia was donated by the 
ex-Vale of Avon Chapter who sadly held their final meeting in 
November 2016. They hope part of that lovely Chapter will live on 
through their donation. 

Taverners Royal Arch Chapter will meet four times per year 
at the Purbrook Centre, Waterlooville. 2nd Tuesday January, 
March, May and November (Installation). They welcome eligible 
candidates for Exaltation or joining membership.

Heads of other 
masonic orders
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Five freemasons from the province 
who won VCs were among 64 VC 
winners honoured in London
A memorial unveiled in London outside Freemasons’ Hall commemorated 64 Victoria Cross winners from 

World War One who were Masons - including five from our province.

Astonishingly the 64 ‘Brothers in Arms’ represent 10 per cent of all the war’s recipients of the country’s highest award for gallantry.  
The Grand Master, The Duke of Kent, unveiled the memorial as part of the Tercentenary celebrations.

Freemasons’ Hall in Great Queen Street is one of the largest peace memorials of our time and was built between 1927 and 1933 in 
honour of every Freemason who fell in WWI.

The Victoria Cross recognises ‘conspicuous bravery in the presence of the enemy’. It can be awarded to anyone serving with the 
armed forces with no distinction of rank or class, a value shared by freemasons who come from all backgrounds and walks of life. Those 
brethren from our province included three from the extant Aldershot Camp Lodge.

Harry Daniels 
(1884-1953)

The 13th child of 
16 born to a baker in 
Wymondham, Norfolk. 
He joined the army 
at a young age and 
served abroad in India 

Daniels was 30 years old and a Company 
Sergeant-Major in the 2nd Battalion of 
The Rifle Brigade (Prince Consort’s Own), 
British Army during the First World War 
when the following deed took place for 
which he was awarded the VC.

On 12 March 1915 at Neuve Chapelle, 
France, his unit was ordered into an 
advance on the German trenches across 

no-man’s land which was covered by 
machine guns and strewn with barbed 
wire. Daniels and another man, Cecil 
Reginald Noble, voluntarily rushed in front 
with cutters and attacked the wires. They 
were both wounded at once, Noble dying 
later of his wounds.

For further activities on the Western 
Front Daniels was awarded the Military 
Cross and later achieved the rank of 
lieutenant colonel. He represented Britain 
in boxing at the 1920 Olympic Games in 
Antwerp and attended the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth in 1953 despite having a 
heart attack a few days before. His Victoria 
Cross is displayed at the Royal Green 
Jackets Museum at Winchester, England. 

A road is named for him in his home town, 
Wymondham. 

William Robert 
Fountaine Addison 
(1883-1962)

The Reverend 
William Addison 
attended Sarum 
College, was ordained 
in 1913 and became 

curate of St Edmund’s Church, Salisbury 
(now closed). During the First World 
War, he was a temporary Chaplain of the 
Forces, 4th Class in the Army Chaplain’s 
Department, British Army, when the 
following deed took place on 9 April 1916 
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at Sanna-i-Yat, Mesopotamia, for which he 
was awarded the VC.

He carried a wounded man to the cover 
of a trench, and assisted several others 
to the same cover, after binding up their 
wounds under heavy rifle and machine gun 
fire. In addition to these unaided efforts, by 
his splendid example and utter disregard 
of personal danger, he encouraged the 
stretcher-bearers to go forward under 
heavy fire and collect the wounded.

After the war, Addison continued as 
an army chaplain and served at Malta, 
Khartoum and Shanghai and at army bases 
in England. He was Senior Chaplain to the 
Forces from 1934 to 1938 when he left the 
army and became a parish priest. He was 
Rector of Coltishall with Great Hautbois in 
Norfolk from 1938 to 1958. However, on 
the outbreak of the Second World War he 
returned to the army and again served as 
Senior Chaplain to the Forces. There is a 
road named after him in Odiham, as well 
as a portrait of him at Robert May School 
in Odiham.  He was also curate of St 
Edmund’s College in Salisbury.

Spencer John 
Bent (1891-1977)

He was 23 years old, 
and a drummer in the 
1st Battalion, The East 
Lancashire Regiment, 
British Army, during 
the First World War 

when the following deed took place for 
which he was awarded the VC.

On the night of 1/2 November 1914 near 
Le Gheer, Belgium, when his officer, the 
platoon sergeant and a number of men 
had been struck down, Drummer Bent 
took command of the platoon and with 
great presence of mind and coolness 
succeeded in holding the position. He 
had previously distinguished himself on 
two occasions, on 22 and 24 October by 
bringing up ammunition under heavy shell 
and rifle fire. Again, on 3 November, he 
brought into cover some wounded men 
who were lying, exposed to enemy fire, in 
the open.

He later achieved the rank of Regimental 
Sergeant-Major. Bent was cremated at 
West Norwood Cemetery, London. Bent’s 
VC, along with his Military Medal and 
Russian Cross of St. George, was sold at 
auction in June 2000 for £80,000. His VC 
is on display in the Lord Ashcroft Gallery at 

the Imperial War Museum, London. 

Thomas Edward 
Rendle  
(1884 -1946) 

A further VC winner 
from the province 
was a member of 
The Needles Lodge 
which still meets in 

Ryde on the Isle of Wight. He was born in 
Bristol and died aged 61 in Cape Town, 
South Africa. Rendle was 29 years old, 
and a bandsman in the 1st Battalion, The 
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, British 
Army, during the First World War when 
the following deed took place for which he 
was awarded the VC.

On 20 November 1914 near 
Wulverghem, Belgium, Bandsman Rendle 
attended to the wounded under very heavy 
rifle and shell fire and rescued men from 
the trenches in which they had been buried 
from the blowing in of the parapets by the 
fire of the enemy’s heavy howitzers.

Rendle later achieved the rank of 
sergeant. After World War I, he emigrated 
to South Africa where he became 
bandmaster of the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Own Rifles. His Victoria Cross is displayed 
at the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
Museum in Victoria Barracks, Bodmin, 
Cornwall.

Norman Augustus 
Finch (1890-1966)

Another VC 
recipient, he was of 
the Lodge of Hope, 
which still meets in 
Portsmouth. He was 
born in Birmingham 

and died in Portsmouth.

On 22/23 April 1918 at Zeebrugge, 
Belgium, Sergeant Finch was second in 
command of the pom-poms and Lewis 
gun in the foretop of HMS Vindictive when 
the following deed took place for which he 
was awarded the VC.

At one period Vindictive was being hit 
every few seconds, but Sergeant Finch 
and the officer in command kept up a 
continuous fire, until two heavy shells 
made direct hits on the foretop killing or 
disabling everyone except Sergeant Finch 
who was, however, severely wounded. 
Nevertheless, he remained in his battered 
and exposed position, harassing the 
enemy on the Mole until the foretop 
received another direct hit, putting the 
remainder of the armament completely out 
of action. His award was by virtue of ballot.

His Victoria Cross is displayed at the 

Royal Marines Museum in Southsea.

During the Tercentenary year, the 
memorial will act as a further reminder of 
the founding principles of freemasonry and 
look ahead to the centenary of the end of 
the war next year.

The freemasons recognised represent 
an astonishing one in 10 of all VCs 
awarded during The Great War, and that 
figure becomes one in six when including 
those awarded to freemasons who were 
members of other Grand Lodges globally. 

Remarkably, these include three of 
the famous ‘Six VCs Before Breakfast’ 
awarded to members of the 1st Battalion, 
The Lancashire Fusiliers during their 
capture of ‘W’ Beach at Gallipoli on 25 
April 1915.

The laying of the memorial stones was 
part of the Victoria Cross commemorative 
paving stones programme – a nationwide 
initiative led by the Department of 
Communities and Local Government in 
which every one of the VC recipients of 
the First World War is commemorated. 
The initiative aims to honour their bravery, 
provide a lasting legacy of local heroes 
within communities and to enable 
residents and visitors to understand how a 
community contributed to The Great War 
effort.

Brigadier Willie Shackell, Grand 
Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, said, “To be awarded the Victoria 
Cross is the highest honour for bravery and 
we are immensely proud and inspired to 
remember our 64 brethren who exemplify 
the best in men.

“It is also appropriate that this event 
took place during our Tercentenary 
year when much of the activity is about 
highlighting the values of freemasonry that 
we all hold dear – fraternity, charity and 
integrity. Camaraderie, new friendships 
and support are some of the main reasons 
people join freemasonry, and numerous 
servicemen have been masons since our 
founding 300 years ago.”

Peter Norton GC, Chairman of The VC 
and GC Association, 
said, “These men, 
from all walks of 
life, were part of 
an extraordinary 
group of people 
recognised for their 
outstanding bravery. 
I am proud to 
represent them.”



Two new Assistant Provincial 
Grand Masters

David was initiated into the 
Wessex Lodge of Fidelity in 
Fareham in 1991, was installed 
as Master in 2002 and invested 
as a Provincial Grand Steward in 
2004.  In 2008, he was appointed 
to the rank of Provincial Senior 
Grand Warden.

Appointed to Grand Rank in 
2012 as a Past Assistant Grand 
Director of Ceremonies, David 
supported the Provincial Grand 
Master on over 50 ninja surprise 
visits to Lodges, which he 
thoroughly enjoyed.

David became Provincial 
Communications Officer in 2013 and as such, he became a 
member of the Provincial Cabinet. He found it very rewarding to be 
involved at that level and to have a say in developing the policies 
and initiatives which have made our province so successful.

Leon was initiated into 
Lyndhurst Lodge by his father in 
1982 and was installed as master 
in 1991.  He is a joining member 
of New Forest Lodge of Installed 
Masters  and was founding Junior 
Warden of the  Football Lodge.

Leon was appointed as 
Assistant Group representative 
to the New Forest Group in 2012 
and was appointed as Area Vice 
Chairman with responsibility for 
Lymington and Brockenhurst in 
2014. 

He received the Grand 
Rank of Past Assistant Grand 

Superintendent of Works in 2013 and in 2016 he was appointed 
as Area Chairman for the South West Area.  

Geoffrey Tuck and David Perkis stepped down as Assistant Provincial Grand Masters following years of 
excellent service, and at this year’s AGM David Foot and Leon Whitfield were promoted in their stead.
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Naomi House and Jacksplace 
receive donation 
Naomi House and Jacksplace, the Hampshire-based hospice 
charity for children, received a donation of £7,500.

The Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks, presented a cheque 
during a visit to the charity that masons have supported since 
it opened. He was accompanied by fellow mason David Hilton 
and the money was raised by the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge.

Naomi House and Jacksplace provide expert care to more 
than 340 life-limited and life-threatened children, young people 
and their extended families from Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorset, 
Berkshire, West Sussex, Surrey and the Isle of Wight. Later this 
year the charity will open the world’s first hospice Long Term 
Ventilation (LTV) Unit. 

Paul Morgan, head of fundraising for Naomi House and 
Jacksplace, said, “The support we receive from masonic lodges 
locally is hugely important to our charity. We are indebted to the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge 
for the support they have shown to local children, young people 
and families.  As an illustration, £7,500 could fund ongoing 
counselling and bereavement support for two families who have 
lost a child at our hospices.”

Mike Wilks said, “The work of this charity, which provides care 
and support for life-limited and life threatened children and their 
families, is dear to the hearts of all freemasons. We have been 
supporting the charity since it was started at Naomi House 22 
years ago and I know we will continue to do so.”

Twin initiation. 
Clive Andrews-Lewis eases his twin into freemasonry.

Clive writes, “I had the greatest honour of being allowed to take 
the role of Junior Deacon for the initiation of my twin brother Neil 
into the Bikers Lodge at Botley Masonic Centre.

I am a Past Master of St. Swithuns Lodge, Gosport and 
Ashmole of Lichfield Lodge, Tamworth, Staffs.

We had kept this secret from Neil and I travelled down from 
Staffordshire. Neil’s face was a picture when during the ceremony 
I picked him up, it took nearly five minutes before he realised that 
the familiar voice he heard was mine! It was a great ceremony. Neil 
was a great candidate and overcame his initial nerves admirably.

This was only the third meeting for the lodge, but they have a 
growing membership, a strong core of founders and now they 
have three entered apprentices on the bench, I can see a great 
future for them.”

(l-r)  Mike Fellows, Neil Andrews, Mike Ingram, Clive Andrews-Lewis 



Tourettes Action is headquartered in 
Farnborough, but works across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.

Mike Wilks, the Provincial Grand Master, 
visited the charity to make the donation. 
Tourettes Action exists to make life better 
for people with TS and the grant from the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF) will 
enable it to continue the valuable work. 
TS is an inherited, neurological condition, 
the key features of which are tics, 
involuntary and uncontrollable sounds and 
movements. It is a complex condition and 
a large number of people with the condition 
also experience co-occurring features 
and conditions. Tourettes Action wants 
to support people with TS and help them 
receive the practical support and social 
acceptance they need to help them live 
their lives to the full.

Mike Wilks, who visited the charity with 
his wife Kay said, “We are very pleased to 
be able to help the Tourettes Action charity. 
Tourettes Syndrome is a terrible affliction 
and the work carried out by this charity will 
continue to help sufferers and their families 
through difficult times in the years ahead.”

Tourettes Action CEO, Suzanne Dobson, 
expressed her delight when informed 
about the grant and said, “I was really 
pleased to entertain the Provincial Grand 
Master and wife along with other officers.  
We have been supported over the years 
by freemasons and the opportunity to 
talk about our work with families affected 
by Tourettes Syndrome was extremely 
useful.  Tourettes is such a misunderstood 
condition.  Of course the icing on the cake 
was to receive a certificate marking the 
grant of £5,000.”
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Farnborough-based Tourettes 
charity receives donation
The leading support and research charity for people with Tourettes Syndrome (TS) 

has received a donation of £5,000.

Mike Wilks and Tourettes Action CEO,  
Suzanne Dobson

Hampshire and Isle of Wight  reemasons 
in full regalia, joined the second annual Isle 
of Wight Day People’s Parade which this 
year was held in Ryde. The carnival goers 
included the Provincial Grand Master, 
Mike Wilks and David Foot, recently 
appointed Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master for the Solent Area, 

A carnival of events took place on the 
Isle of Wight over a weekend in September 
and included parades, live entertainment 
and parties.

The people’s parade included marching 
bands, floats from every carnival held 
on the Island during the year, carnival 
costumes, vintage vehicles and circus 
performers.

Isle of Wight Day 2017

David Foot, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, 
Solent Area

Freemasons join Carnival Parade
Great fun and great 
to be part of the 
local community
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What do you enjoy 
about Freemasonry?
Among the replies was one 

from Brian Durrant, such 
was his unbridled enthusiasm for 
freemasonry that his reply counted 
almost 2,000 words.

We’ve distilled Brian’s moving words, and 
apologies to the scribe for what is lost...

What I would really like is for someone 
to explain to me why at my age of 63 years 
old I’m always on such a high when I return 
home from lodge meetings? I go to bed on a 
high and I wake up in the morning on a high.

I just don’t understand why it makes me 
feel like I’m 21 again? 

If I could bottle the way that I feel since 
my first night in Woolston and sell it to 
men that are not freemasons I would be a 
millionaire. But that is only money. What I 
have in freemasonry is worth a lot more than 
money I can tell you that much.

...Was the question Editor 
Roger Maber put to you in 
the last edition of Insight.

“What I have in freemasonry is 
worth a lot more than money”

Brian Durrant, General Manager, Freemason, Titchfield

“If I could bottle the way that I feel,  
and sell it to men that are not freemasons  

then I would be a millionaire’

£65,000 after 65 years –  
charity receives major donation
A Southampton-based charity, the Rose Road Association, has been 

given a major grant to provide emergency short breaks for severely 
disabled children and young people when families are in crisis.

This year Rose Road is celebrating its 65th anniversary and, by co-incidence, the 
grant from the Masonic Charitable Foundation totalled £65,250. 

The grant will provide 150 emergency short breaks over three years for severely 
disabled children and young people. The breaks will provide the high-need one-to-one 
care that these young people require and are aimed at helping their families in various 
emergency situations; such as when another family member is admitted to hospital, 
when there is a bereavement or when the child’s parent falls ill.

The breaks are also designed to allow families to spend time with non-disabled 
children - something that is often rarely possible - or even just to get a good night’s 
sleep, as sleepless nights are often the norm for many parents of severely disabled 
young people.

Mike Wilks, the province’s grand master, said, “We are very pleased to be able to help Rose Road in their 65th Anniversary year. They 
provide an absolutely essential service for families with very severely disabled children. It’s often the one place they can send their child 
without worrying.”

Rose Road services director, Sarah Marshall, said, “Looking after a disabled young person can be very rewarding but families face 
additional barriers within their everyday life. 

Knowing we are here to help when there is a family crisis is fantastic. We are so grateful to the Masonic Charitable Foundation for their 
extremely generous grant.”
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From leathers to lamb skin – 
bikers’ lodge is consecrated
A new motorcyclists’ lodge revved up and 

accelerated off in Southampton with Mike 
Wilks, the Provincial Grand Master and keen 
biker, leading the field.

At the consecration 300 masons attended with many 
turning up on their two-wheeled machines.

The Motorcyclists’ Lodge, which meets in Farnborough, 
combines freemasonry with the love of motorcycling, 
by holding a lodge meeting followed by a ride-out to 
various locations around the province, weather conditions 
permitting.

It is the latest specialist lodge launched in the 
province, the others being a scouting lodge, rugby lodge, 
motorsports lodge, football lodge and sailing lodge.

With 9,000 members in the province and many of them 
keen bikers, it became clear that there was sufficient 
demand for a lodge of this type. Its first master, Paul 
Haynes, said, “As a freemason and a keen motorcyclist, I 
am looking forward to recruiting new members to the lodge 
and sharing experiences with fellow biking enthusiasts.”

Members of the new Motorcycle Lodge

Visiting bikers at the consecration

Keen biker, The Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks with the Lodge’s founding Master Paul Haynes Photos: Dave Smith
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Local masons 
make a real 
difference
Provincial Grand Chapter 
presents cheque worth over 
£43,000 to Southampton 
Hospice.

Following on from a record RMTGB appeal 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Provincial 

Grand Chapter focused its fundraising to 
support hospices across the province. The 
selected hospice for the year 2016 to 2017 
was the Countess Mountbatten Hospice, 
West End, Southampton. 

The members throughout the province entered their Grand Superintendents’ 
appeal with great enthusiasm. Within a short space of time it was 
predicted that the total donations for the year could reach the magnificent 
sum of £40,000.

Lesley Burn, CEO of CMH Charity said, “We are so grateful to receive 
this amazing donation which will make a real difference to the patients 
and families we support. Every year we have to raise over a million 
pounds which we couldn’t do without the support of our local community. 
Thank you to everyone involved.”

After the presentation the team was treated to a tour of the hospice to 
see at first hand the good work to which our donations have been applied.

The Grand Superintendent Alan Berman (third from left) presenting a cheque to value of 
£43,281.55. Also present were his Deputy Colin Upton, The Provincial Grand Treasurer 
Michael Fagelman and the Provincial Grand Charity Steward, Bob Collins. The cheque was 
received by Hospice Chief Executive Officer Lesley Burn (far right) and some of the hospice 
administration and nursing teams.

Eat your heart out, RHS
David Workman from Wessex Lodge in 

Southampton explains how a green-
fingered gang of gardeners was raised to tackle a 
horticultural headache...

When Mick Thwaites, the Almoner of Wessex Lodge, called on 
one of the Lodge widows, she told him that she had joined the 
Thornhill Reducing Isolation Project (TRIP), a group designed 
to facilitate interaction for the elderly, lonely and bereaved. She 
also said that the group was in need of funds.

When Mick contacted the leader of the project, he learnt that 
it was not just cash they needed, although the £500 from the 
lodge was thankfully received and would be faithfully applied.  
One of the members who was confined to a wheelchair had 
a lift to enable her to get to her garden, but was unable to 
use it as the garden was completely overgrown.  He therefore 
asked for volunteers at the next meeting of Wessex Lodge and 
arranged for a group to tackle the wilderness.

The jungle that met the gardeners one fine Saturday was 
rather denser than they had expected, but patience and 
industry saw it cleared in preparation for members of TRIP 
to plant it up and tend it – thus providing recreation and 
companionship.  The end product was definitely worth the hard 
work involved and showed the public that freemasons are just 
ordinary blokes who are prepared to roll up their sleeves (as 
well as their trouser legs!) to help others.

After

Before
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Mike Wilks, his wife Kay and other 
members of the province attended Naomi 
House to witness the formal handover of 
a variety of assistive technology, specially 
developed for children with disabilities.

Over £50,000 was raised across the 
province to fully fund the equipment for its 
4-year lifespan, which includes ongoing 
specialist training for staff.

 In the latest package, one of the pieces 
of equipment is an Eyegaze. This allows 
those with limited mobility to control a 
computer using just their eyes.

By using the Eyegaze, children who can 
only use their eyes and struggle to control 
anything for themselves, are suddenly able 
to play a game, paint a picture or even 
communicate with their family and carers, 
perhaps for the first time.

Other items include iPads, touchscreen 
computers along with lots of games and 
other software specially designed to be 
accessible for children with disabilities.

Claire Floyd, Play Specialist at Naomi 
House & Jacksplace explained the impact 
that the VR equipment has had, “Daniel, 
one of our young people, used to play 
on the Xbox all the time, but due to his 
condition he’s no longer able to hold the 
controller. It’s been a couple of years since 
he’s been on the Xbox but VR has opened 
back up gaming to him, and he absolutely 
loves it. He’s very quiet and it helps him 
socialise with our other young people. It 
brings them together and they’re able to 
meet other people who have the same 

problems they do, but they can just forget 
about that and be young people playing 
games.”

Mike and his wife Kay were touched by 
an earlier visit to the hospice. Mike said,  
“We have seen the incredible difference 
which Lifelites technology has made to the 
lives of children in hospices – the ability 
for these children to make things happen 
for themselves, to communicate perhaps 
for the first time, is priceless. Freemasons 
across the province have supported Naomi 
House and Jacksplace over the years and 
are proud to cover the cost of the new 
Lifelites package at the Hospice.”

Simone Enefer-Doy, Chief Executive of 
Lifelites said, “We are thrilled to be able 
to provide equipment for the children 
and young people at Naomi House & 

Jacksplace who have life- limiting, life-
threatening and disabling conditions, all 
thanks to the incredible generosity of local 
freemasons. The magical technology we 
will donate can be used to play, to be 
creative and communicate, and enrich the 
lives of these children and their families, for 
as long as it is possible.”

Lifelites has donated equipment to every 
children’s hospice in the British Isles over 
the last 17 years, and continues to provide 
new technology and ongoing support 
to ensure that children in hospices have 
unlimited possibilities.

“...my special appeal”

“A remarkable  
achievement by  
our lodges”

Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master

Mike Wilks with Simone Enefer-Doy

Huw Bromage, Activities Team Leader from Naomi House, demonstrates to Kay a specially adapted iPad

My appeal was launched at our Special Meeting in February and 
by the end of August the amount raised exceeded £50,000 which 
was a remarkable achievement by our lodges, bearing in mind that 
the province completed a Masonic Festival the previous October 
when the total amount raised during the Festival was announced as 
£7,745,000.  Our lodges have also continued to support local non-
masonic charities with presentations being made at special events 
across the province exceeding £200,000 since October 2016.

Insight Insight
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Jurassic coast youth adventure
As part of the Tercentenary celebrations Hampshire & Isle of Wight Masons supported our neighbouring 

province of Dorset by sponsoring eight youngsters to participate in a five day adventure holiday.

All provinces in the UK were invited to take part by 
nominating youngsters to attend the week-long getaway in 
Osmington Bay, Dorset.  

We identified eight deserving youngsters aged between 12 
and 14 from across the province; including two from the Isle 
of Wight. The other six were identified by the Eastleigh-based 
‘1 Community’ charity and came from Winchester, Eastleigh 
and the New Forest areas.

Provinces sending eight or more youngsters were 
expected to send an appropriately-qualified adult leader. 
There were several volunteers from our province, but Gary 
Spencer-Humphrey from Royal Marine Portsmouth Lodge 
was selected. Gary is a qualified social worker, ex policeman 
and was a youth leader and ambulance technician with St 
John Ambulance so was perfect for the job.

An exhausting and enjoyable five days ensued at the 
Peter Gordon Lawrence activity site. Raft-building at the 
Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Academy saw our 
province’s craft heroically withstand the ups and downs of 
the Dorset sea. 

There were more water-based games and the youngsters 
learned other skills, such as tying knots. They went climbing 
and enjoyed the game of ‘aeroball’, which is volleyball played 
on trampolines. Games of ‘capture the flag’ and ‘manhunt’ 
were enthusiastically played and the archery and orienteering 
activities proved immensely popular. 

Fencing, dragon boat racing, abseiling and shooting air 
rifles were just some of the other activities the youngsters 
enjoyed during the superbly-organised week of fun and 
learning.

Gary Spencer-Humphrey (with beard) 
– the adult leader with the team from 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight
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Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club  Contact: Alan Babister 01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club   Contact: Peter James  01730 893328

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club  Contact: Gino Fanti 01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club  Contact: Ken Iball  01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Club  Contact: Paul Hillyard 07703 346954

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club  Contact: Malcolm Childs 023 9225 7244

Fareham - Chatterbox Club  Contact: Kay Usher  01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club  Contact: Geoff O’Neill  02393 113534

Isle of Wight - Compass Group  Contact: Peter Cattle  01983 524289

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle           Contact: Mike Taylor   02380 862531

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club  Contact: Neil Morse  01264 354303

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to 
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows. 
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.

Provincial Clubs

Insight
Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of  Wight Freemasonry

Two of the province’s charities to support brethren and their families 
have recently been amalgamated to form the Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Masonic Charitable Trust.    

The previous charities, The Hubert Giles 
Masonic Benevolent Trust and The General 
Charitable Trust (The Richard Bond Fund) 
were formed in 1958 and 1976 respectively 
and have over many years responded to 
help alleviate the pressing financial and 
caring needs of freemasons of the province.    

The new charity will not only continue 
to uphold the original aims and objectives 
of the two former funds, but is aiming to 
broaden the range of support that it can 
provide. The first and foremost priority is 
to respond with speed and efficiency to 
the critical needs of freemasons and their 
families in the province. Applications for help 
are made through the Provincial Almoner 
and his team and processed promptly to 
ensure that there is no delay in assessing the 
need and delivering the appropriate relief.

The Provincial Masonic Charitable 
Trust works closely with the Grand Lodge 
Masonic Charitable Foundation which deals 
with the more complex and long term needs 

of freemasons and their families.  

The range of services offered by the 
MCT is being extended to provide funding 
for organised holidays for freemasons and 
their wives/partners and venture holidays 
for children. Making a contribution towards 
the cost of providing disabled facilities in 
masonic buildings such as lifts, access 
ramps and toilets (see picture opposite).  
Also, helping to fund the costs of Amity 
Group programmes and providing financial 
support for other masonic charities etc.

Noel Voice the Chairman of the Trustees 
of the MCT observes “The Trustees of the 
new Provincial Masonic Charitable Trust are 
keen to ensure that where help is needed in 
our masonic community we are made aware 
of that need, and proactively provide the 
assistance that is required.  So whatever the 
circumstances we are “open for business” 
and as trustees we will do our utmost to 
provide help and support “where and when 
it is needed”.

Help where and when it’s needed

John Parker and Norman Taylor members of Vale 
of Avon Lodge making use of the newly installed lift 
at Unity Hall, Ringwood which was jointly funded 
by Lodge of Unity and the Masonic Charitable 
Trust.  Since the lift has been installed John is now 
able, along with other disabled members, to attend 
meetings in the Masonic Centre Lodge Room.  



At Granite Transformations we offer a complete package for updating your work surfaces, splashbacks, doors and appliances. 
Fitting a new worktop is fast and effective with each top custom made to your exact requirements. There is no need to remove old 
worktops, we simply fi t directly over your existing surfaces, guartanteeing complete peace of mind from start to fi nish.

Wallingford Showroom:  Unit S9, Greenlands Farm, Cow Lane, 
Moulsford, OX10 9JT  Open 10-4 Mon to Sat

DH Watergardens:  Wildmoor Lane, Sherfi eld On Loddon, RG27 0HL
Open 10-4 Mon to Sat

Bagshot Showroom: Long Acres Garden Centre, London Road, 
Bagshot, Surrey GU19 5JB Open 10-4 Mon to Sun

Alton Showroom: The Avenue Display Showroom, Avenue Road,
Lasham, Alton GU34 5SA  Open 10-4 Mon to Sun

KITCHEN

MAKEOVER SPECIALISTS

Free Hom
e Consultation

Call now 01491 875359

BM042047
Parking available at all showrooms


